Grade 6 Home Reading Program 2013/2014
1. Selection of Reading Material: The first step in our Grade Six home reading program is the selection of reading material. Be sure to choose something that interests you. You may choose, for example, to read novels, short stories, poetry, cookbooks, newspaper articles, picture books, non‐fiction, magazines or comic books. You may be interested in science fiction, adventure stories, fantasy, mysteries, informational texts or biographies. The choice is almost without limit!

2. Reading Level: When choosing reading material, it is important to choose texts at your reading level.

3. How Long?: In Grade Six, you should be reading between 30‐45 min per day. Record the length of time read each day on the monthly calendar (as in example). Have a parent or adult initial your calendar. Think about making reading part of your bedtime routine each night.

4. Talk about it: Read aloud to (or with) a parent or another adult a least once per week and indicate this on your calendar (see example). You are encouraged to talk about what you have read.

5. Record it: Before beginning to read your text, complete the chart called “Reading Chart” and record the title, author, and date. When finished reading the text, record the date finished on the chart.

6. Classroom Connection: At the end of each month you will share with the class, in small groups, which books you enjoyed, did not enjoy and why.  Then you will share with the class the books that you will be reading in the following month.
Reading Responses

1. Describe one of the characters from your texts. How are they the same or different from you? Make sure that you are using both your own ideas and ideas from the text to explain. You are encouraged to also draw a picture of the character and use the elements of art that you have practiced during class.
2. Write a book review in your reading journal. Explain what you found interesting or not interesting. Make sure that you prove your opinions by giving examples and details from the text. You should also give a rating of the book 1‐5. 
3. Draw a picture of one important event from your story. Explain why this event was an important part of the story and give examples from the story itself as well as your own ideas. Your art should include some of the strategies and skills that you have practiced during class.
4. Write a new ending for your story. It is important that you do not give away the ending of the original story so make sure that your ending is different. Try to match your writing style to the author writing style. 
5. Explain your three favourite parts/events from the story. Explain why you enjoyed that part of the story/text. Be sure to given examples from the story.
6. Give a new title for the text. In two or three sentences, explain your choice of title. Be sure to give examples from the text to back up your choices.
7. Find one section in your book where the author used powerful descriptions and imagery. What words or descriptions did the author use to help the reader imagine an event, person, or place? You should write down the section of the story /text that you chose (use quotations), followed by your explanation.
8. Create a short comic strip (use Bitstrips.com) about your story showing the sequence of the events in your story. Paste the comic on our class website as well as in your reading journal.
9. Write a letter to the author that explains how you felt about the story. In the letter, include a suggestion for a sequel to the story and explain why. Depending on who the author is, you may be able to mail your letter so ensure that you’ve practiced the process by thoroughly editing, re‐editing and editing again, your final copy.

Home Reading Goals and Self Evaluation

Nov.  Dec.  Jan.  Feb.  March April  May  June  
MONTH: _______________________________________

My Reading Goals for this Month are:

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Teacher Comments/Strategies/Suggestions:

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Reflection:

This month I have

______ read for at least 30 minutes at least 5 times per week.

______ recorded when I read on my calendar

______ recorded each book/text that I read on the Reading Log

______ read more than three reading genres.

______ wrote at least THREE journal entries using one of the reading responses provided.

______ responded to at least one other students blog entry.

______ read to a parent or an adult at least 1 time per week.

My next steps to improve my reading are:

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Student Signature: ______________________________________________

Reading Log

	Title of text
	Genre

(fiction,

nonfiction,

news article,

poetry)
	Type of

book

(picture, novel,

newspaper, graphic

novel, comic)
	Number

of Pages
	Author
	Date

Started
	Date

Completed
	Response

Completed
(Guardian’s initial)

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


